
SHALL THE MOVIE BE SHORT OR LONG?
iij-- '

Li .

Is the proper length for
WHAT Ideal motion plcturo

7 Perhaps the general
picture going public Is not con-
cerning ltaelf particularly with this
question, but it is one which Is giving;
the producer and the exhibitor

food for speculation. Look-
ing at the problem both from a com-
mercial and from an artistic point of
view, the men who make the pictures
and the men who present them to the
public are striving to arrive at some
sort of standard length which will lit
Into the greatest number of pro-
grammes, please tho largest percentage
of patrons and realizo the largest
financial returns without sacrificing to
expediency the artistic treatment
which any good dramatic story de-
serves.

At a luncheon last week S. L. rtoth-pf- cl

of tho Rlalto Theatre was asked

TKt Century Girl"
Nh'it ho considered the ideal length of
i motion nlcture. The man who asked
tho question was one of tho largest
producers of motion pictures In the i

norM. Mr. Kotlupfel replied that ho
thought present conditions made the
film of 4,500 to G.0OO feet the best for
ecry one concerned. It was signifi-
cant that ho spoko In terms of feet
rather than reels, for In his estimat-
ion, as he has explained frequently,
a rei'l In nothing hut a device on which
to wind film and is no longer to be

as a unit of measurement.
"I heartily wish that producers

would turn their attention seriously to
tho making of shorter features," ho
etitlmicrt. "There Is a wonderful field

for the i.OOO or 3,000 foot picture If It
I"! made to toll a. strong story. The
material for such pictures should lie
endless, They would bo to plctureo
what tho short story Is to fiction. The
trouhlo with too many directors at
Present Is their tendency to stretch a
2,000 foot picture over C.000 feet of
film Jiiit becauso they think they can-
not sell a feature unless It can be ad-

vertised as u 'six reeler.'
"That point of view cannot be maln- -

RECITALS.
VACIIEL LINDSAY, Monday

afternoon at the Princess Thea-
tre, appearing in the series of
literary afternoons, will read
from his works,

NEUHAUS - CLIFFORD Es-tel- la

Nouhaus, pianist, and J.
Howe Clifford, reader, will give a
joint recital at Aeolian Hall Tues-
day afternoon at 3. including a
reading from Act. V. of Shaker
Bpeare's "Cymbeline."

CHARLES KEELER, poet, will
reaij from his own poems of
childhood, songs of victory and
gleanings from his travels at the
PrincesE Theatre on Friday
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nave a Heart
talncd much longer. Exhibitors are
beginning to learn that It is strength,
not length, which counts with theirpatrons. For my part, I am willing to
pay Just as much for 3,000 feet of film,
or even 2,000, as I would for B.000 or
6,000, provided the story Is forcefully
told and artistically directed. If I
could get enough first class short fea-
tures I would gladly try out an entire
programme made up of them, without
a single big feature to depend upon
for advertising purposes.

"Though most people do not know
It. I am uelng one short feature pic-
ture each week on my regular pro-
gramme. It 1b run only once a day,
during the performance which begins
at 1:15 In the afternoon and ends at
7:15 in the evening. People seem to
like these short ones, and I only hope
that tho producers will make more of
them.

"Pictures more than five or six reels
In length ore a decided handicap to the
exhibitor In making up an attractive,
varied programme. Patrons who enter
the theatre In the middle of a long
feature picture not only have to wait a
considerable time before It Is over but
they have to wait through all the rest
of the programme In order to see the
tlrai part of the feature nnd find out
what la was all about. To many peo-
ple the musical numbers, the educa-
tional pictures, the scenic films, the
comedies and the news weeklies are
of Just as much Importanco as the
dramatic portion of the bill and when
the exhibitor has it lengthy feature
picture on his programme he must
necessarily slight his other offerings
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in order to give the requisite number
of performances which his standard
schedule calls for.

"Tho Ideal entertainment must have
variety, It must move swiftly, It must
please tho tastes of ns many people

possible. Short features which tell
their story neatly, directly and without
'padding' aro oxtreme'.y deslr.ible for
that reason. Of courso tho big spec-
tacular pictures which constitute an
entire evening'." entertainment are In
a ckifH by thcmrclvcH nnd havo noth-
ing to do with what I'm talking about,
but from tho point of view of the man
who wants to raise the standard of
his programmes to n point where they
will constituto nn Ideal nil around two
hours entertainment the
'multiple reel feature' Is one of the
greatest stumbling blocks In his path
at tho preeent time."

THE PHOTOPLAY LEAGUE.

Reform KfforO of This ,en Or- -

aulsatlon.
The Photoplay League, formed as a

national organization for tho encour-
agement of tho higher forms of mo-

tion picture art, begnn actively
Wednesduy Its work of rocommendinr
pictures which in the opinion of the
league should recclvo the support of
Its members and tho public of the
United Htates.

Tho llrst photoplay which will reach
tho screen bearing tho hullmark of tho
league Is the "Vicar of .Wakefield,"

3tace vTonej
Tne Century-C3irl-

CerVt vi. repr-

oduced oy Pathe-Thanhous- er 'from
Oliver Goldsmith's book. Edwin
II, Blashfleld, tho president of tho
league, announced early on St. Valen-
tine's Day the "Vicar of Wakefield"
recommendation, and In tho evening
Mrs. Marcus M. Marks, a member of
tho advisory committee, gave a recep-
tion at her home, 3 East Ninety-fourt- h

street, nt which the picture was
shown. Those invited were Mr. and
Mrs. Reginald Pelham Bolton, Mr. and
Mrs. Isaac N. Sellgman, Mr. and Mrs.
Cornelius Vanderbllt, Mr. and Mrs.
Waldo G. Morse, Mrs. Philip Lydig,
Charles Dana Gibson, Justice Edward
.1. G avegan and Mrs. Gavegan, Prof.
Henry Fairfield Osborn nnd Mrs. n,

E. II. Sothern, Miss Julia Mar-
lowe (Mrs. Sothern), Adolph Lewl.sohn,
Mr. and Mrs. Frederick Warde, Evert
Jansen Wendell, Mrs. Simeon Ford.
Miss Anne Morgan, Miss Helen Varlck
Boswell, Dr. Robert Ersklno Ely, Miss
Helen Duey, Mr. und Mrs. Cabot Ward,
Mrs. John Hays Hammond, Dr. and
Mrs. Simon Baruch, William Church
Osborn and Mr. and Mrs. Cleveland
Dodge.

Frederick Warde. who has the chief
part In the picture, told the other
guests Interesting Modes of the "loca-
tions" and other unusual features of
tho pi."", which when it goes forth to
the public will bear the legend: "This
Picture Is Recommended by the Photo-
play League."

Edwin II. Blashfleld, the world fa-
mous painter, who Is at the head of the
Photoplay League, In announcing yes-
terday the beginning of tho league's
general campaign, said:

"Such pictures alone will be selected
from the releases of the leading man
ufacturers as reach the special stand-
ard of the league. The thousands nf
members will be notified of these and
will approach tho local exhibitors to
Insure the exhibition In their towns of
all pictures under tho league's au-
spices. .

"Manufacturers will by this mean?
be encouraged toward tho production '

of a superior class of pictures, know-
ing that they will be sure of public
support and that mombers of tho
league will encourage them and de- -

mand them from their local exhibitors.
Local exhibitors will bo encouraged to I

book these pictures knowing that they ;

will secure the patronago of the league i

and of the leading people In their lo- -
'callty by this means."

Director Frank Lascelles added:
"The league Is not concerned with

the 'uplift,' either of exhib-
itors or the public. It hopes to make
possible the production of good pic-

tures In a profitable way, commercially
as well as for entertainment and edu-

cation."
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HUNDREDS OF PEOPLE
TURNED AWAY AT

EVERY PERFORMANCE
The Biggest Play of Hits

Generation Acted by the Great-c- at

Company of Artists Ever
Organized in the History of
the American Stage.

Written by Maurice V. Samuels.
Irwntl by William Elliott, F. Ray
fmnstnrk and Morrta (irat.
Ktis. Hat. Mat. 33c. OOc, 7Sr. 111.50
BARGAIN MAT. WEDNESDAY, 25c. to 51

HOLIDAY MAT. NEXT Tlll'IIH., FEB.
33 (WASHINGTON'S BlUrilltAV).
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Mr. Blashflold has almost completed
a wonderful symbolic drawing for the
league to be used In announcing Its
recommendations on the screen. This
will be ready when the "Vicar of
Wakefield" Is released. ,

BERNARD'S UPLIFT.

It Was Gradual bat It Wm Snrel
Sam Bernard, the comedian of

"The Century Girl," being in what ho
described as an autobiographical mood,
lost Wednesday "figured up" that In
htst'long career of forty years experi-
ence on the stage ho has been the star
of exactly twenty plays.

"There," said Bernard, pausing in
the midst of adjusting the turnetj up
putty nose ho wears In the "Ballet
Loose." "There, now, that's a curious
thing, after being the star of twenty
plays, hero I am ono of twenty stars
In this mammoth production. You
know, If I hadn't been a theatrical star
I would still have been a headllner,
for I'd have gone In for the job of put-
ting heads on stories for some news-
paper. Getting the gist out of things
is what appeals to me. Some times
when a fellow writes me a song or an
act or monologue I boll It down to
about eight really good lines, throw
away some twenty or thirty type
written sheets of manuscript and write
the rest of tho stuff myself around
those pithy eight lines or so. 'Pon my j

word, I bellovo I could throw Into ono I

sentence what some of those Journal- - I

Ifctlc chaps take three volumes to say.
"I glvo you my word of honor, I j

nut lUflt as mtleh effort nnrt hist nn
much pleasure and gave Just us much '

of myself In my work back In the old j

days when I first went on the stage at
the Grand Duke's Theatre tm when my
salary first began to go up In tho hun-
dreds. Dick and I were not nearly as
ambitious for a big salary In those
days as wo were to get a chance to be
given tho 'onco over" by some real
manager.

"Despite Its aristocratic sounding
name, the Grand Duke's Theatre,
which stood nt tho corner of Baxter
and Worth streets, had oil lamps for
footlights nnd long wooden benches.
Perhaps ono reason I put my heart
Into my work was because whenever
I got the least bit discouraged I used
to look over the audience and say to
myeclf: 'Better to be doing some fool
stunt up here and getting paid Tor It
than to be seated In one of those
hard, stiff backed benches and giving
up five cents for It.' Five cents, you
see, was all the houso charged for
admission.
l "My brother and I were a sort of
Harrlgan & Hart team. Wc kept on
ploying to five rent houses In base-
ment theatres, side streets near the
old Bowery nnd small towns In Jersey,
until, not being able to get a hearing '
at the better houses, we one day of-

fered our services for a benefit per-
formance, hoping to be seen by a bet- -
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DAILY .MATINEES
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present

THE BARRIER
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MEWMAN
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COLOR VIEWS -- MOTION PICTURES
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SUNDAY EVES. P.T 8:30.5 MONDAY MATS. AT 3:00
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TWO COUKSES EXACTLY ALIKE
JAPAN TO-DA- . FEB. 25-2- 6

THE NEW CHINA... MAR. 4-- 5

PEKINGVrV.?VMAR.11.12
KOREA MAR. 18-1- 9

HAWAII Mnr. 25-2- 6

COURSE SALE NOW , $4. $3, $2.50
CLOSES (MO.NHAYJ
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ter class audience and principally, of
course, by some managers. The
scheme worked. Immediately after-
ward wo got a Job at $30 a week
ntk Kornhclm's Garden In Hoboken,
where the admission consisted of a
10 cent check, which entitled the
holder to seo the show and have two
glasses of beer. Generally after seeing
tho show ho ordered something
stronger than beer.

"Soon after our engagement at
Kornhclm's my brother and I sepa-
rated and I began doing a monologue
act. For a long time I got bookings
nt various dime museums, where I
repeated a kind of cross between a
burlesque and a vaudeville show six
times a day forty-tw- o times each
week, mind you in tho downstairs
theatre, whllo tho fat lady, tho gentle-
man with the elongated neck, the baby
with six toes und tho Oriental fire-cate- rs

wero being exhibited up stairs.
"All this tlmo I was getting very lit-tl- o

money, but I was getting experience
In how to grow intimate In the shortest
possible time with my audience, and
the ability to bridge over Introductions,
so to speak, Is one of tho most Impor-
tant things for a comedian's success."

IH
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"I attar ptayto all tb
muaeuma In New aad Bos-

ton the time I rot an at
slightly salary at Coney Island

In TUycu'a
Steeplechase was the father of tho Mr.
Tilyou we know In connec-
tion with the Island. Weber A Fields
were also playing at but they
were one of tho free shows furnished
In park to lure basket
parties, while I had to a
ten, twent and show, bo I no
longer in my class,
and used to walk rapidly past
whenever we met, with my head away
up In the air and that I quite fall to

you glance In my eyes. Lit-
tle did I dream In those that at
F3mo future time I wan to becomo stago

und principal comedian for
this samo Weber & Fields.

"It was when I got some
months later In at a

there, that I Joined my first stock
company. Jerry father of Yan-
kee Gcorglo M., who was still
a boy In school then, was a mem-
ber of same company.

that year In I
bad boy In "The Corner Grocery

for Dan Sully, and then I kept
on letter and parts all
tho In 1885 1 went to London
and had a most successful tour of all
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INTRODUCING THE STARTLING SPECTACULAR SENSATION
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the English mualo halls. By this Urn
I was getting a very good salary, al-
though doing many of the same type
monologues I had learned to put over
In. the old five and ten cent house.
That was, you see, because I had al-
ways done my best, regardless of the
place or the salary.

"Well, to mako a long story short,
after my return to America all was
more or less clear sailing, I tried out
oomo new things at a benefit per-
formance and did a little Impromptu
nonsenso stuff which made half a
dozen vaudevlllo agents offer me forty
week bookings ns feature act, while
at the same time I had nil the offers
I wanted for musical comedy produc-
tions. t"But If I havo always been Identi-
fied with foolish parts, high class low
comedy, us my brother used to call It,
believe me, It Is not becauso I couldn't
play other parts. It Is my firm con-
viction thnt the stuff successful actors
aro made of does not limit them to
character roles or comedy parts or
tragedy parts or any other one type
parts. My old friend Dave Wnrfleld
has proved to all tho world that a bur-
lesque actor can wring tears from tho
most critical audiences on Broadway.
I have always had a sneaking suspi-
cion that I could have succeeded as
a Shakespearian actor or a tragedian
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myself. Don't mistake this for etof'
It Is simply thnt I believe actors ar
not specialists by Inclination or baf
cause of limited ability but because
the public and tho managers seem tj
believe that this being the age of
specialization tho actor must be nA
garded In tho samo light as the button;
maker or the clgaretto manufacturers
They believe In playing safe. They!
know what wo can do In one particular
line, and so they nro afraid to take a'
chance on our possible versatility
You can take It from mo, tho actor l

generally a far better gamber thatf
tho producer of his play or the man
out front who comes to seo tho play,"m

"
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TRAVEL LECTURES.

BURTON HOLMES "Th
Canadian Rockios" at Comedo:
Hall this cvcninR nnd "La Bolloi
i ranee afternoon.
Profusely illustrated with pic-- i
tuTes both moving and colored, j
These two nppenranccs cIoro Mr.,1
iioimess XMew York season.

E. M. NEWMAN "Japan To-- Jaay next unaay evening and a
week from Monday afternoon at
Carnegie Hall. Illustrated with!
motion pictures and colored
views.

AND LEE S) UBEfT. INC.

CUIIDCDTIl",''',lh w- - of D'war.

Extra Mat nr,!,.Tf,,;N's Thursday

YOUTHANDCHARM
ARM INARM

rAmm
Ink
LIVELIEST, IHI'I'V-liO-l- .t tkll.ST
OANCINO SHOW IN IIHIN. I'ltl'T-T- Y

CJIItLM, CLEAN l'L'N, COOII
SONfiH.

Charles Darnton, Eve. World.
Elisabeth Marbury and Lee
Shubert's Model House Party.

W1LIUM H1PRIS.M.

PIVtlltW n KR;APtT 'eYMtHLY

45T.H.TT. JUST W OF BROADWAY
PHONE BRYANT 230 - EVES. 815
MATS. WED ( POPU LARl JAT. 215

EXTRA MATINEE THURSDAY
WASHINGTON? BIRTHDAY
OLIVER fAOnOSCO'S Great
Musical Farce with Girls

with TRIX1E FRIGAN2A
CHARLES' RUGGL.ES

Atirl HF.PRFTJT rnuTHri T

KJiri i iwr, rti it atm
EVERY PERFORMANCE
SEATS 10 WEEKS AHEAD

Maxine Elliotts S--r
Kv,d..W.Mi Wd.AS.it '. no M.i ,u

EXTRA MAT. ft" - There.
( K 'ht'tf'rtn, h Pant ( i tnt

InU'rtiiiu tlrni.krho 't. h ' .irxlrlrhlj ill't'THni rriim ill. mm I. ei ofthe.itricrfl fare ll'.i.' n- ' o r
"I'netlc. lliUKlllatlte ilrillli'li

."Ii ' f s..f. I l,hf
IW beauty r Hue, its Mrikuikt Imaitervanil tho power and furi e inake ll onti o'f
tho most uot.ilile idayn of recent i"irs."- 'V""' Ifmm, 7'rthune.

"IUi flrt audience. left tlm thivtn with a
aenM of Kratltude tliat anything ao
firlKlnal and nf such linn Inielleetiialquality had bum ullemt.' A bun.

A.trreat play admirahly acte.1 Iribuiit,
"Tho play K practlcjlly perfivt. '

" f'Cfrr Sfnore,
Sometimes to the habitual aitendant atthe theatre colons a nUlit that standsout so llilly tlut It Is urirked In thanieniory for ever afterward with aivhltn atone. That rare experience

aa felt last nlsht nt the llrst produc-
tion here of .Ifihn uatrunrtl)5 's Thol.ittlo Man' and Ollliert K t'hester-ton- s

'Manic'" I'.trnnig Trlrgram
lrnneiy(iamn''thy kOup ct Whimsy

THE LITTLE MAN

JEoSE l. lASKi b Presentation o!

GERALDINE FARRAR i.oan
theWoman
i K'II. It. HE .Mll.l.l 'S ( i:m , HUMPH

Pronounced Cnanimouslu bij Press and
Public as Ihe Peer or Alt Motion Pictures

Snw in lt ,1r,f ,tn I,

44 ST. TH E ATR E AS:',
TWICE TODAY an'y i:0 & S:lu 23.50.75.$!.00

A ,'" f'h'Ve EteiltiR cvs l . im fa no.

liW:rK"!fc iTtT ii
MagaaaaaaaaWtraWta ' Jaaf '"ryTrlMMWFBMM '

"

1'J


